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TO THERIGHI 


HONORABLE Ortvzr 
Lord S*, Þobn, Baron of Bletſo, his Maic- 
{ties Lieutenant of the County of Huntmgton 
the grace of our Lord Ieſus 


Chrilt, and heercafter the 
Crowne of glory. 


= BR A HA Mthe Prophet & rocte 
4 oftruenobility (Right Honoura: 
ble) haſted to performe ductiesof 
£ loue evento ſtrangers, andnoble 
| Nebemias (layed not vntill his 
poore brethren ſpake to him , but 
I.» with A/oſes had his affeRions a- 
A SY mongelſt Gods afflited ones a- 
*broad,though they themſclues aboundcd in carthly com- 
forts, WhereforeT make no doubt of your Honours fa- 
uourable acceptance of theſe my ſmall endeuours;not for 
my labours being ofne worth, naither my perſon alſo of 
no reſpe, but of your honours godly diſpolition, there- 
by the better to ſee how it ſtandeth with the people of 
God elſewhere. Thepreſent is ſmall, and alſo plaine, be- 
mg ſerued in ſo homelily in an earthen diſhe. With 
which preſumption of mine, I truſt your honour will 
beare, I being neither Prophet, nor a Prophetz ſonne ; 
but a heardman, and gatherer of wild figges, andlightin 
yet (inmy living abroad) on this ſmall bunch of Rheniſh 
grapes,which (though it be not that goodly one, broughe 
out of that land , manifeſtly notifying the fruitfulncile 
Az thereof 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie.  . . 
thereof; towit, the renowned Prince wane | his Cate-' 
chiſme,vſed in all the Churches & ſchooles of his Excel- 
lency, andalſoall the Netherlands reformed Churches 
yet isitof the ſamegrouth, and both watered and warm 
ripe by theSpiritand Son of God from heauen,as well ap- 
pearcth herein by theirc6ſtancy to the truth of God,ma- 
nifclted to them out of his holy word,by their meckneſle 
towards theirbrethrenwho yet are too vnnaturalto them, 
and alſo by their vigilancic to prevent the ſubtle ſtrata- 
of thearch-encmy of Icſus Chriſt, intended againſt 
them, and the reſt ofthe Churches of God. And there. 
foreif your honour be pleaſed coſuffer it, onely to bee ſet 
atthelowerend of your cable, though vnder thecouert of 


ſome of your jer ſcruices , I make ne doubtbut o- 
thers wil Hook area od theratherto talt thereof, 


and (o find it as wholcſome for their ſoules, as they haue 
done in Germany.(! aſſuringmy ſelfe that no ſound body 
can take any hure thereby.)WhichI only ayming at, and 
praying for , deſire the Lord of to encreaſe your 
daics in honour, tothe further of his Maicſties 
ſubicsin this part of the land, and after you to make 
your ſonneslike vnto the ſonne of Barzillas to Rand be- 
fore our Daxid, &to follow your [teps, as wel in inward as 
outward graces,tothe glory of God, and further comfort * 
ofhis ſcruants. 


Tour honours moſt humble 
at command 
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SEE"XIED Hrfian Reader, and belonedin the Lord, 4- 
%& (>| mon frunolous and ſlenderous impu- 
"$1.4 aro rv ns ro 
= x our Religion g bis us none of the meaneſt, 
G3 + 3 709 ho Se 
Church, which is a5 4 Cittic at —_ [2 
«lfe + of the manifould diſſemtions & demſiont which are 
A Lh wr, fer they thus eaſt in our tecth, that the 
Dottrine of Luther was ne ſooner bred, borne but it denided 
ir ſelfe like a Hidraimto many heads :Lutherans, Calvinilts, 
A iſts, Libertines, Swelckfeldians, Arians,&c,which 
robe a merecaluomiation of theirs deniſed as many other th.m;s 
elſe by thems tothe diſcreds of our religion may appeate by many 
reaſons three or foure whereof I will onely to thy in 
different cenſure in this ſhort Epiſtle, Firſt therefore ther c4- 
lummic dath appeare in that dinerſe ofthoſe eff; which ave na- 
wed, ar ſpringing from Luthers roote, are none of our: neither 
_— Us, m————— 5 am 97a 
then they themſelnes They ſprung from the Dinel,and not from 
Caluin «»d Luther dh the Anabaptiſts, Libertines, 
Swenckfeldians and Arians: againſt whom both Luther and 
Caluin bave write expreſſe treatiſes that the world may know 
how farre they were from approxing their damned errors, and 
how our aduerſaries make no conſerence of open lying and _ 
dering our religion and perſons © that they may diſcredit 1 
& age themſelues thereby. Secondly if unity in all things 
be acertaine marks of the true Church,and dinifion a marks «f 
the falſe (brch, was there nexer true Church in the 


world, for there was nener any AF 4 antarage #pini- 
3 on 
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ons that in it there were not many ſets and dixiſions, Trenzus 
an excellent and holy father, telleth vsas much when be 
ſaith: tanquam ex nucleo nucis oliuz nalcitur oleaſter : 
lic ex medio cccleliz extiterunt hereles : that i, as fromthe 
kernel of the ſweete Olwe ſpringeth the wilde:ſoout of the midſt 
of the Church ſpringeth herefies, Thus was it mthe Church 
of Ccrinth, Galatia, Thellalonica and the reſt to whom 
Paul — Epiſtles, where there were pay ſeas and dr 
wi(zons exorbitant opinions touching things endeffe- 
rent : the Lodiioew, and the r, Aion Fehe body , Cire 
cunciſcon,the ſecond comming of the Lord, & © . Likewiſe after 
and in thee Apoſtles times, how the primatine Church was pe- 
ftered with Herutthes the Simonians the Nicolartans,the Ebi- 
eniſts,the Cermthontanc and ſuch like, Who knoweth not the 
like may be (howne of all ages ſucceſſiuely? New her was thre e- 
yn v1 found in any Church wpon earth, that 
there were no hereſies nor oppoſition of opunion larking therein , 
Thirdly if this be 4 iuſt exceptwon againſt vs , then nowch more 
may it take hould of them , whoſe diniſions are beth more 
m number and weightier in conſequent then ours are, for ex. 
«wple,they cannot agree whether the Pope canerre mrbe faith 
or no : nor whether the connſell be aboue the Pope : or the Pope 
aboxe the Counſel : nor whether a man may be certaime of bis 
flanding in the ſtate of grace or no. All matter: of great moment. 
Againe it is notoriouſly knowne to all men, how the Teſwites and 


. ſeenlar Prieſt; differ in magement about the coaltuer 
power m the temporal! affaires of Princes: and how of elder 
yeare/ their dininitie was demided into three famities, Tho- 


axnef Themtwand Occum apa 55h; du ojnnr ws 
ainſt Thomas agar « And arame who 
alan rar Romih dotherr diffori | cke 
the wow of fmgle ife,thelent faſt, auricular confeſſiogwherher 
theſe be of dixine inftitution or ecclefraſticall onely ,as alſs about 
mariage after dior :,origmall fine, and the conceprion of the 
Virgin Mary : about all thefe mareers thera ſuch contention 
mweyy j} rhems, and oftentimes wh fweh baterneſſe, __ 
Wow 
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would enen ſcene to dewonr one another. Laſtly it © a wonder 
ro [ce with how many idle comroner fies their of tr an- 
ſubſtantiation ts emwrapped,one houlding this, anather that, & 
ſcarce two of them agreeing all things,the verſe is well knowne 
which I ſhall heere ſet downe :Corporede Chriſtiliseſt,de 
ſanguine lis eſt : Lis eſt de modo, non habitura modum. 
If varietie js par now marre the forme of a Church, then 
i: their (hurch wtterly ſpoyled, and put ont of faſhion, rather 
then ours wherein for one controuerfie with vs thare are temne 
with them ( [ dare bouldly awouch) and thoſe of no trifles = 
main points of their Religion , Laſfly if we con ari 
ih dinihonrebas are pas A fo eo 
and the Lutherans,ve ſhall eaſely perceaxe that they are both 
few in quantitie and in qualitie,ſuch as onerthrow no fundamen- 
tall article of the fauth :e.And this to be ſo, this ſhort treatiſe 
wilt plainely and briefely diſcomer unto thee, if thew pleaſe to be. 
ow but an houre or two reading vpon it, 

The Anthors thereof are Germanes, the tran ſlator 4 man 
not profe ſſing ſcholler/bip, but exerciſed in traficke of marchan- 
diſe,and therefore thou in wiſedome wilt accept his wholeſome 
bunch of Rheniſh grapes,though clad with aplain andeaſie gar- 
ment made of homeſpun thred.] am per(waded that his xcale 
to Gods Church,and his loxe to the peace of Zion moned himto 
wndertake this taſke, and im my indgement this his good intent 
Cannot but in ſome meaſure take ſome good effef?, for this ſhort 
tratt may (erue thee for three excellent purpoſes : Firſt to diſ< 
couer the malice of our Romiſh aduer ſariesr, who by muſtering 
vp our duifions , would faine prone 1s to hane no veritie 4. 
mongſt vs becauſe we haue no vnitie : whereas our differences 
are = made manifeſt to be nt many in number, nor of anie 

great moment, that is ſuch as concerne the wals and windowes 
of our fauth, but not the foundation, Secondly theu maiſt alſo 
here take view what the mame differences are betwixt the 
Lutherans andrEeCaluinilts,thar then maiſt be able to imdge 
how the onitte of fauth is not broken betwixe them, and that 
beth ioine together mthe ſermce of one Chriſt, and againſt his 


great 
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$7048 ememiie eAmichriſt . And Laſtly it nay ſerue alſo, «4 4 
meaues tocalmthe heat ofthe moderne quarrels in our(hnrch, 
which haue beene purſued on beth partes with roorao much vio. 
lence of ſpiris : for here both ſides may Rarne this wholeſome 
and ſhort leſſon, that ſeeing they builde ypoun one foundation, 
therefore though they meete not in opinion, yet they would meets 
in brother Cann all raxcour and violent conr. 
fer, ioine their forces againſt the common aduerſarie.o And this 
is the principall drift of thu ſhort diſcourſe, 

New the God of peaceſabtiſic v1 al throughout both in body, 
fonle and ſpirit, that they may bee kept blameleſſe to the come 
ming of our Lord leſus : and gine v1 grace that wee may honld 
faſt the onity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, | 


Thinein the Lord Thomas Beard, 
Miniſter of Gods word in the 
towne of Huntington, 
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i DVvcHLl AND. 


Eloued brethren, all you that 

call vpon the name of the 

" Lord lefuswith vs,and deſire 

to be ſaued by his death and 

bloodſ{hedding,as wellas we; 
ou know how our true 
ord and Saviour fo heartily = "I-YESE 

councelled vs to peace, And © © 

how feruently hee commanded art his departure 

ouvof this world, that wee ſhould agree one with 

another : that ſo, the whole world might know 

that hee was ſent of God. 

You know alſo, how Paul faith, that wee who 1.Cor.10.r7. 
beleeue in Chriſt, are alltogether one body, and hg 
ſhould loue together as members of one body, EY 
and one beare with the infirmities of another : 
And he that doth not fo, but hath delight in con- 
tention, hee is no true member of the Church of Em 
God, For, the congregation of God hath no 
pleaſure in contention, 


How 
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How come we then toit, ( Louing brethren) 
that wee haue now contended tes ſo many 
yeares with ſuch bitterneſle , which well beſce- 
meth not the very heathen ; and that, for ſuch 
queſtions, without the knowledge whereof, a man 
may well bee ſaued ? It being ſo, that many thou- 
ſands ,are (ince dead, on both ſides , who vnder- 
ſtood neither the one nor the others meaning a- 
right, and yer are neuerthelefle ſaued , being dead 
in Chriſt. | | 
What intend we then,by {o ſhametul a ſeparati- 
on,abour ſuch queſtions, whereon faluation de- 
deth not? One thinkerh thar the bread is to be 
Cotes at the Supper : the other, that it may well 
be left vnbroken. How many thouſand people are 
faued, who haue eaten the bread broke atthe Sup- 
per ? How many thouſand people are ſaved alſo, 
who haue eaten the bread at the Supper vnbro- 
ken? Is that then fuch a matter, for which one 
ſhould condemnean other ſo vnchriſtianly: as for- 
merly the Wittenbergers condemned vs, andas mow 
the Darwſtatters condemne vs anew. 

True it is, the Darmſtatters and Wittenbergers, 
accuſe vs,as if wee had begun ſuch condemning, 
and had outlawed to Hell, all ſuch, as doenor 
breake the breadat the Supper. 

But, the Lord knowes it,that they doe vs wrong. 

They would indeed inforce it from this : for 
that wehold the breaking of bread for needfull. 

Now it is moſtcertaine, wee hald the breaking 
of breadas needfull : for we take it,that Chriſt re- 

quired 
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ired ito to bee :to accompliſh his commaund, 
is then needfull. And theretore we belecue, that 
they doerre, who hold the breaking of bread for a 
free indifferent thing,which one,may as wel leaue 
vndone,as done. Butthat wee ſhould condemne 

.any man for ſuch an error,that wil never be found 
in any ofour writings , but almoſt every where 
the very contrary is holden by vs in this matter. 

Beza writ at leaſt 30 yeares agone,that one who Epilt.: 
dwelt in fuch a place wherethe breaking of bread 
were not in vie, was nottheretore to retraine the 
Supper. Foralthough it beanerrourto leaue the 
bread vnbroken, yet is it not ſuchanerrour, for 
which a man ſhould be houlden a heathen: which 
2 man doth when he refuſeth to comunicate with 
him that houldeth the contrary. Butitis ſuch an 
errour , which a man for chriſtian loue fake , muſt 
beare withal in them that commur it,as with many 
more others allo, 

The like alſo writes Do. Parensin his remem- 
brance of breaking bread, and faith : that we do not 
ſay nor hold that they that breake ns! the bread at the (up- 
per, hane no ſupper of Chriſt at all,as ſome accuſe ys. © 

In like manner hath bene diuerstimes ſhewed in 
the three writings penned by the common con- 
ſent of the Pfaltzgraues Churches,eight yeares a- 
gone,in defence ofthe Anholts reformation, and 
ſet againft the writings of complaint of the Di- 
uines of Wittinberge, eſpecially in the preface vp- 
on theanſwere of the Wittenbergers meſſage of 
the Ambergs information, among it which theſe words 
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4 A faithfull Admonition of the 
are read, therefore wee intreat all honeſt Chriſftians 18 
whom this writing ſhall come to bee read that they would 
certainly howld,t h wee maintain the opinion of 
our C hurches ,. with befuting zeale, yet doe we not ther- 

fore in any ſort condenme other Churches which therein 
hold not with bs, namely concerning the breaking - 
of bread, putting -_ of Images, and other the 
like queſtions,which are d i theſe writings. But 
we acknow:edge all thoſe for the children of God, and for 
brethren in Chriſt Teſus, who deſire to be ſaued onely by 

faith in Chriſt , and with ſuch a faith prattiſe a Chri- 

ſtian and blameleſſe life, though they doe not prattiſe the 
very [ame Ceremonies which we conſtantly hold that God 
hath commanded to beprattiſed. mr” 

1 Behold, louing brethren, what hath beene ener 
our opinion and conſtruction concerning this 
matrer, and is now-: to wit that we condemne- no 
man for teauing the bread vnbroken, though wee 
hould ſuch vnbreaking tor athing vniuſt. 

* If wee then condemneno man that leauerh the 
bread at the ſupper vnbroken, though wee hould 
ſuch vnbreaking to be vnlawtall, wherefore ſhall 
we be condemned, for that we hould the breaking 
thereofatthe ſupper, whereas every man acknow- 
ledgeth that-the breaking thereot at the ſupper is 
vnlawfall, ic beeing ſo, that Chriſt himſelte brake 
the bread at his laſt ſupper. | 

Thartherefore is {trained too farre; that wee 
ſhould be condemned becauſe we hould the brea- 
king of bread for needful!, it beeing buta free in- 


differentthing,as ifall men muſt bee. damned that 
held 
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hold an indifferent thing for needfull. 

But the Apoſtle Paw/teacheth much otherwaies. | 
One((aith he)heleew's he may eat of all things,Cy another Rom. 14, 2, 
which is weake eateth hearbs, let not him that eateth deſ- * 
piſe him that eateth not: and let not him which eateth not 
Iadze him that eateth, for God hath receiued him Who art 
then that condemneſt an other mans ſeruant? hee ſtan- 
deth or falleth to his owne maſter : yea he (all be eſtablt- 
[hed, for God is able to make him ſtand. x 

'Theſeare the Apoltie Paulsown words. W herin 
hee teacheth that though one hould an indifferent 
thing needful,yer he ſhould nor be codened forit. 

Burit is yetdiſputable, whether the breaking 
of bread/be an indifferent thing of not. Wee haue 
ſhewed our reaſons, in the afore named three wri- 
tings, and many others vf our bookes , wherfore 
we hold notthat the bread-breaking is an indiffe- 
rent thing, of which our reaſons every man may 
iudgeas his conſcience moueth. Bur, admit that 
bread-breaking were an indifferentthing,and that 
weerredtherein, in holding it for needfull, yer 
were tt norfuch an errour.,, for which 'wee ſhould 
be condenmed avheathens;and'be {hur our of the 
tellowſhip"of-rheBuangeticall Churches,” + 

They alledge againſt vsthe-example of Paul: 
who elſe could well haue enduredithe circumci!i- 
on : but when» ir was Nood upon at needfull : hee 
ſaith;that no man ſhould enforce it vpon him:that 
heloſe not Chriſt. Euen fo ay the Wittenberg; 
& Dt Vietor of Sieſſen, that ifmenhould the brea- 
king of bread for indifferent, thenthey could well 
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letitpaſſe, but when it is ſtood vponasneedfull, 
then ought euery man iuſtly to ſer himſelle againſt 
it. Foranſwere: we muſt know that Circumciſion 
was neuer an indifferent thing, but was comman- 
ded in the old teltament. But in tke new Teſtamer 
and in the time of Paul, God would haue it laide 
downe with honour, and from that time to bee e- 
ſteemed a forbidden Ceremony. Therefore the 
example of Circumciſion hath no. referenceto the 
queſtion of indifterent things. And therefore re- 
maineth the rule which Pas{giueth of indifferent 
things vncaſt downe with this example. Which 
rule 1s,as aforeſaid, that a man ſhould not thertfore 
condemne another, though he ſhauld err& in hol- 
ding an indifferent thing, for needfull. 

It is further obieted, that neuertheleſſe Chri- 
ſtian liberty is broken,when indifferent things are 
eſteemed needfull. But this obie&tion is alſo of no 
torce. For Chriſtian freedome brings not that 
with it, that in indifferent things, euery man ma 
doe what he will, Elſe there would bee no order be 
in the Church of God. But, it fandeth free for every ma- 
giftrate (with helpe of the miniftery) to take order as ene- 
ry country beſt fits for. their ance,us the Witten- 
_ themſelnes conffſe: | 

t laſt it is complained of, how fearetully the 
common man taketh offence at-the breaking of 
bread, but wee cannot beleeue that any where a 
Chriſtian man is offended at breaking of bread, 
for euery man knoweth that Chriſt himſelfe brake 
the bread at the ſupper es appeareth by the cleare words: 

Our 
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Our Lord leſus Chriſt in the night that hee was betrayed 
tooke bread and when hee had a hee brakeit. 
How is it then poſſible for any matxco bee offen- 
ded at breaking of bread? 
No man ſure will take offence at that which 
Chriſt himſelfe hath done. In ſomme, let them 
ſeeke what they can: they cannot find the lealt oc- 
cali6 ro controle the prattiſe of _— of bread. 
Yet muſt we therefore bee againe condemned of 
the Darmſtatters, and put into the number of thoſe - 
| of whom it is written : Would God they were enen cut Gal.s. ts, 
Off - 
Not ſo louing brethren, but would God wee 
were all honeſt : and that the one would beare 
with the other with patience, as Chriſt hath giuen 
vs a commandement, that were much better then 
that wee deſire one another to be cut off. By this ſhall all tohn.1 3.45. 
men know that ye are my diſciples, ſaith Chriſt, nor if 
you delire to deſtroy each other : but if you lowe one 4- 
nother, Bleſſed bee God wee are no ſuch folke as 
they were of whom Paulfaith, Wold to God they 
were euen cut off, Wee delire not to bring in a- 
gaine the Leuiticall ceremonies,and to be thereby 
uſt and faued before the Lord, and (o make the 
grace of Chriſt of no efteQ: as they did of whom 
Paw ſaith, would to God they were cut off, wee 
» our confidence onely and foly in Chriſt 
eſus,and deſire not otherwiſe to be made iuſt and 
ſaued before God, then through faith in him , of 
ſuch peopledid not Paul fay,would to God they 
were cut off : though they ſhould yet faile. in ſome 
things : 


Gal.5.14.15, 
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things: Bu# if any be otherwaies mind:d, the Lord ſhall 
manifeſt the ſame wnio him. Alſo, him that is weake in 
the faith, receiue onto you, but not for controuerſies of 
diſputations. Alſo, let vs not iudge one another any 
more; but wſe indgrment rather in this, that no man 
pat an 0ccafion to fall, or a ſiumbling-blocke before his 
brother. 

It may well be,that we faile in ſomething, for we 
are men : bur conſider, louing brethren, that you 
are alſo men, and fo may faile cucn as well as other 
men. . 

Where now yee condemne vs, and wee con- 
demne you, what will be the end thereof ? not other- 
waics, then that we ſball be both denowred. As it for- 
merly befell to the Eaſterne Churches, when they 
would not ceaſe to condemne each other. 

The Papiſts plot abour it day and night, how 
they may deſtroy:and conſume vs, one with ano- 
ther. When we now our ſelues ſhall deſire the one 
to deuoure the other, what ſhall wee otherwaics 
accompliſh, then that wee deliuer the Papiſts the 
ſword into their hands, wherewith to deſtroy vs all? 
Bur and if we agreed, and held together, the Pope 
with all his adherents would be driuen to conſider 
well with himſclfe,yvhether hee would take vs in 
hand, ornot. But ifwe be ſeparated from each 0- 
ther, it will beno hard matter vnto him to deuoure 
one of vs after the other. 

Yea indeed,that is the very matter, out of which 
the Papiſts ground their ſure hopes, that they will 
ſhortly againe be maſters of all Duchland, For lay 


they, 
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they, the Proteſtants are ſeperated, and therefore ,., ., | 
chexbuilding cannot hold. This rekoning the Pa- $i —— 


ſts themſelues make, and in truth it isan infal- yo RO 
ible rule, for Chriſt ſaith himſelfe, Exery kingdowe 1.114 
denided againſt it ſelfe ſhill be deſolate : and a honſe de- 

nided againſt a houſe falleth, If we will not then ceafe 

one to contend with the other, then cannot the 
Papiſtsreckoning faile them, but we mult needs be 

made. deſolate. 

Itis rrucindeed,the greateſt part amongſt thoſe 
that call themſelues Lutheranes, ſuffer themſclues 
to. be perſwaded,that the blood-thirſty drifrs of the 
Papiſts tende onely! againſt thoſe whom ſome 
call Caluiniſts, As for themſclues, there is no dan- 
ger atall, for the Calviniſts (who hould but naked 
tokens in the Sacraments) as they falſely accuſe 
them, are not comprehended in the contra ofthe 
peace forReligion. But they themſelues are out of 
all doubt comprehended in that religious peace, 
and therefore the Pope dare not medle with chem, 
yesindeed, no more then the VVolfe dare lay hould 
onthe Sheep that is branded. 

The Papiſts write, andit is yet vnrecalled, that 


they are not bound to hould that religiouspeace, Tohn Paul Wins - 


no not with the Lutheranes. For firſt, ir was forced {ein Pro-fur, 
from the Emperour by conſtraint, beſides that, it we" Wits 
was meant onely ſor a time, which is now expired, 
ſince thepubliſhing of the deeregs and explication 
of the Counſell of Trenz, and laſt of all, the Pope 
neuer confirming the ſame, therfore it never ſtood 
in any force indeed. As y”: in like manner, cuery 


yeare, 


= 
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_ yeare, inthe day»frheLords Supper, in Rome, all 
they thar are called Lutheranes,as well asthey that 


are called Caluiniſts, are in like manner acknow- 
ledgedand condetnned for Hereticks, and excom- 
municated and pronounced tobe our of the num- 
ber of the Church of Chrift, Therefore they are 
f1mplepeople, rhar pur any truſt m this Religious 
Peace. 

Our agreement and bond, next viito God, is 
Tight religious peace indeed, andhad nor iuditious 
Poliritians of late hindered ir at ſenerall Parlia- 
ments when ir was ſought for, namely, by kindling 
a breacivamong(t the ProteſtantPrinces, byſome 
of the contentious Divines., it would long fince 
haue beene feene, what had beene theforce of a 
Religiouspeace. 

When the Papiſts were maſters of hem, what 
helped the LucheranstheirReligioas peace? they 
_ euen as well departthe Citie, as'the Calui- 
niſts. 

And what manner of:people were they which 
were perſecuted and-baniſhed many yeares in 4- 

*ftria,Carmhis,Stiria,alſo in Frankenlends, and the 
Abbey of Fuld:1, weretheynot Lutherans? 

In ſfamme, thePope loueth Lather and Caluin 
alike, \cuen the one as welbas the other, and if he 
could rhis-day deſtroy them both, he would-nor 
rarry till ro morow. 

herefore beloued brethren, confider what we 
arc todo. The Heathen were formerly of fuch vn- 
derſtanding,thatwhetheyhad a common enemy, 


they 
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tic, and: appeared' againſt their common enem 
withrone accord. Wherefore ſhould nor we Chit. 
(tians alſo wt the ſame wiledome; when we may 
with a good conſcience docirſo, rhat we may doe 
iewell ? 
For concerning the Ceremonies,there hath euer 
bcene adifference in the Church of God, and yer 
the anciear Favhers neuer condemned' one ano- 
ther for its Neirteris ir rhewill of God'tharmen 
_ condemne each other — 
things. 7 have pleaſure in mercie (laith the ani Marrs”, 
not Softriee 'p fo ( rd) Hol.6:6, 
Beſides, the Proteſtant eflaves hane long fince there: Anno.r556.: 
in agreed; that comerning Ceremmnics,wherthty agree *onckiort, 
withtheword.of God, (astheWitrenbergers,Darm- 
ſtarters; and Gioſſers confeſſe-themſelies that our 
Ceremonies doc, ) that ' nv- State ſhould burebiew; 
wnxe,or damnifie anothir or fulſely accuſe them;or yey* 
mit any of theirs to doe-ſo. | ; 
Concerning the doCtrine thereabours, Paul gi-' 
ueth this rule;thatifmen be agreed in the(grounds 
of ſaluarion, then ſhould'no' marr be'condemned” 
for by4aylings, becauſe God'will not condemne 
ſuch people,and therefore alſo ſhould nor they con- 
demne'the one the other. The words of Pau! are 
theſe, Another foundation can nomentay; then that 11.11; 
which u layd; which u leſws' Chriſt. Awd if any mn 
build on this foundation gold, filuer, pretevus tones, 
timber, bay, or ftubble, every mans worke hal be made 
manifeſt, for, the day will declare it, becauſe it ſhall be 
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rexcaled by the fire : and the fire ſball try every mans 
worke of what ſort it ts, If aty mans worke that he hath 
built pon abide, he foall receive wages. If any mans 
worke burneyhe ſhall looſe, bat be ſhall beſafe himſelfe, 
nenertheleſſe,yet as it were by the fire, 

See, louing brethren, Paul ſayth plainely, when 
one houldeth the grounds of ſaluation, though he 
alwayes build not vpon the ſame _ gold and 
ſiluer,but alſo ſome wood, and ſtubble, yer ſhall he 
not therfore bedamned, but be ſaued, and their a- 
g_ of euery man be acknowledged tor achild: 
of God. 

On the foun=- Now doe we hold the foundation of fakuation on 
dation of fal- ork ſides without back-ſliding, forthe foundation 
Wo  offaluation,ſaythPaahis Chriſt Icſus, wherein we 
agree on both ſides in one manner, for, we belecue 
on both ſides, that he is the cuerlaſting Sonne of 
God, Which arthe appainted ume tooke vpon him 
the nature of man, 'and>ſo atpreſent is both God- 
and man, and fo ſhall remaine euerlaſkingly in one 
onely and vnſeparableperſon, yet fo, that therwo 
natureszhat axe in him,namely,the God-head,and 
the, man:hood,; with their naturallproperties, re- 
maine vamingled cuerlaſtingly, and nethernature 
is changed into the orher, tar elſe could he not be 
true God and man, when he had not in himſeltfe as 
well the godly, as the humaine, and as well the hu- 
maine as the djuine nature, which can no waies be- 
made knowne one from the other, but by theirna- 
turall properties. Alſo, we belceue on both ſides, 
that he ia his naturall body which he:tooke _ 
| im, 
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him, ſuffered death for vs,and aroſe againethe third 
day from the dead,and aſcended inte heauen forty 
daycs after hisrefurreftion, and ar this preſent ſir- 
teth at the right hand of God, from whence he 
ſhall cometo tudge thequicke and the dead: alſo, 
that inthe meanetime, hecauſeth to be preached 
repentance, and forgiueneſle of finnes, and that all 
that belecue ſuch preaching,and repent them, ſhal 
not be loſt, bur haue cuerlaſting lite, that is indeed 
on both ſides ourfaith. And ſo we doe both of vs 
hould the foundation of ſaluation without back- 
ſliding. 

Wherefore then ſhould wenot with good con- 
ſcience keepe brotherſhipone with another, and in 
all that may befall vs, hould together as brethren, 
The Apoſtle Pas/ſaith, that we may not onely doe 
it with good conſcience, but we are bound alſo to 
doe it,for he that houldeth the foundation of ſalua- 
tion which I hauelaid,ſaich Pex/,the ſame,though 
he haue ſome wood and. ſtubble in his do@rine, 
which in time muſt be burnt with fire, yer ſhall he 
be ſaued. 

Shall he be ſaued ? then muſt he be achilde of 
God, Is he achilde of God? then muſt he alſo be 
my brother, crelſe am 1Ino childe of God. Is he my 
brother ? then ſtands it not alone free for mee to 
performe brotherly truch and loue vnto him, bur I 
am every way indebted to him thercin. 

It is very true, there are ſome contentious ones 
that ſay, that we haue not onely wood, hay, and 


ſtubble in our doctrine, but that wee alloerre in 
C 3 thoſe 
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thoſe points, that concerne the foundation of fal- 
nation: as namely of the perſon of Chriſt, andof 
the holy ſupper : bur eſpecially about the cuer- 
laſting toreknowledge of God, or of freeelettion 
by grace. For of theſe laſt points, ſay they, giue we 
ſuch fearefull reaſons ; that no. Chriſtian can with 
good conſcience acknowledge vs for children of 
God, and is able to hould any brotherhood 
with vs. 

But if we beinnocent inthis one point, thenare 
wecertainly without blame in theſe points, for we 

iceve and teach no otherwiſe of theſe points: 
then as. next the holy: ſcriptures, happie D. Z#- 
ther himſelfe belecued: and: taught cuen- vnto the 
day of his death, | 

The ſumme whereofisto this effe&: that man- 


j —— 4 of kind is ſo corrupted through thefall, thac hee is 


neuer able to beleeue in Chriſt, or to come vnto 
him by his ownepower; though hee be called to 
him by the Goſpell: But that hee may vnderſtand 
and receiuethe-Goſpcll of Chriſt, God together 
with the outward preaching of the Goſpell muſt 
alſo inwardly open his vnderſtanding, and turne 
his heartto Chriſt by his holy ſpirit. 

And ſos faith nothing lefle then a worke of free 
will: buta meere free gift of God, which gift no 
man hath deſerued of God: It ſo being thatal men 
are (inners. But God giues ſuch grace freely by 
grace to whom he will. But thoſe whom hee pre- 
ſently will, thoſe hath he willed from euerlaſting: 
according tothe ſaying of James. From the begin- 


mng 
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ning of the world God knoweth all bis works. Therfore 
floweth faith fromthis ſpring,cuentheeuerlaſting 
foreknowledge of God : And the faithfull haue no 
cauſeto aſcribe it tothemlſelues, but to praiſe God, 
that they do beleeue. The vnbelecuers alſo cannot 
aſcribe the fault to God, but to themſelues that 
they doe not beleeue. For though all men are (o 
corrupted by nature that they cannot ofthem- 
ſelues belecue in Chriſt : yet hath not God fo cor- 
rupted them : but they hane ſocorrupted them- 
\ ſelues : ſeeing that through the divells prouocaci- 
on they tell willingly from God. About which fall 
no man hath cauſe to complaine againſt God, 
though he ſhould leaue all men in their deſtru&ti- 
on and vnbeleefe together. And therefore that 
he doth helpe only ſome out of the ſame, for that 
they are to magnitie his mercy,and.not to diſpute 
with him aboutthereſt. 

But when as one delireth to know whether 
God hath foreſeene,and choſen him to cuerlaſting 
life, or not: Then ſhall he not ſearch into theſecrer 
councel of God: for ſuch a ſearching is butin vain; 
& tendeth to no otherend,then to ſerue to bring 
oneanother to deſpaire, or indeed vnto fle{hly ſe- 
curity. But when one delireth to be aſſured,whe- 
ther he be ordained to faluatio or no, let him hold 
himſelfe to thereuealed word of God : and accor- 
ding to the command thereof beleeuc in Chriſt, 
repent. And then need he not further ſearch whe- 
therhe be eleted to liteeuerlaſting or nor, for all 
they-thar belceue in Chriſt without hypocritie, 

are - 
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are choſen to life everlaſting, as it is written, All that be= 
leene in him, ſhall not periſh, but hawe euerlaſting life. E- 
uen ſoand no otherwiſe hath D. Zather conitantly 
taught continually of the euerlaſting forcknow- 
ledge of God. 

As isto bee ſcene in all his writings, which hee 
pur forth from yeare to yeare, which writings, he 
that hath them not, or cannotread them : let him 
read onely theabſtra& taken out ofthem,and was 
printed certaine yeares agone at Amberge vnder 
this title : The C onſtant dottrine of D. Martin Luther 
of the firſt moning cauſes of faxth. Or hee that cannor 
get thatabſtra&t, let him read onely the Preface of 
D. Luther vpon the Epiſtle tothe Romanes: in his 
Dutch Bible : which he overſaw a new, and cau- 
ſed to bee printed the laſt yeare before his death, 
there may he cleerely finde it, And ifheehauean 
vpright heart in him, mult acknowledge that D. 
Luther never belecued and taught otherwaies, 
thenas is aboue mentioned, we therin belecue and 
reach, 

Whatſoever fearefull reaſons are obiefted a- 
gainſt vs, abouzand againſt ſuch a doQrine, they 
are nothingelſe then bare forges deuiſed by peace 
hating people thereby to diſcredit vs. 

And it skills not much that they nore.the books 
and leaues, wherein ſuch fearefull reaſons ſtand. 
When one isa mans enemy, ealily may he finde 
ſomthing in his arguments & writings,which hee 
may haue ſhew to make an euill conſtruQtion of. 


Whea Iulian the Apoſtata, was enemie to _ 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians he accuſed them that they would haue 
Magriſtacy ceaſe, and would caſt all good order 
on an heap.: for they taught that men ſhould not 
any more puniſh rheeues and Murtherers : but let 
euery man fulfill his owneeuill deſires: and to 
ſhew them.to be ſuch, herepeats Chriſts words: 
Tou bao beard what is ſaid, "he eye,cs tooth for tooth 
but, 1 ſky uno you, that you hl wot reſiſt ewill. What 
couldbe more maniteltly in ſhew ſaid and laid be- 
fore'them, and yet neuertheleſſe they ſuftered 
wrong. Euenſo in trythare wealſo wronged, whe 
men broach ſuch feargtul & odious matters ot vs. 
which.a man cannot-eabily vtter without (inning: 

For example they ſay of vs that wee teach tha 
Gad is the cauſe of iinne, and hath-a delight and 
pleaſure in (in, and helpethzo lin,bur God know- 
eth, whom-no man can. deceiue, that ſuch bla 
phemy againft God ineuer entred ifgo-our minds. 
The contentious would wring it out of this, that 
ſome of ours write, that there befallerh nothing 
without the foreknowledge, councell and will of 
God, no not (inneit ſelfe. Now it is certainegour 
men write thus : that there can nothing be done, 
without the foreknowledge, councell,and will of 
God, whether it be little or great, bad or good, ei- 
ther in heauen or on earth, Butthey doe not ther- 
fore ſay, that God is the cauſe of finne,or hath de- 
light and pleaſure in finne, and helpeth therein. 
But they teach in all their writings thexlean con- 
trary, that God is not theauthor of linne, that al- 
lo hee hath no delight and pleaſure in finne, m=_ 
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that he helpeth no manto finne, or dotheither ſc- 
cretly or openly proucke them toir. 

But whereas indeede they doe write that there 
comes nothing to pafſe without the foreknow- 
ledge, councell & will of God, yeaalſo that which 
in it ſelfe is euill, and finne. That vnderftand 
they thus & not otherwaies , as Zuke vnderftands 
it, where he writes ofthe feareful and greatlinne, 
which Herodand Pilate committed againſt Cheilt : 
doing whatſoeuer the hand and conneel of God had dezer- 
mined beforeto be done. More cleerely,they vnder- 
ſtand ir thus: That God is an almighty God, and 
fo can hinder all things whiethe will not fufterto 
come to paſſe, and that therefore alfo the eul ſþi- 
rits and men can performe nothing, when as God 
hath notdetermined it, or as Zukefairh:when that 
God in his coiicel had nordeterrtiin'd thatirſhold 
come {o to paſit: that & no otherwiſe is the opinis 
ofourreachers ofthe foreknowledgeof God, & it 
isin very truth a =_ comfortable opinion, for 
wo vnto vs poore folke, if the Lord werenot fo al- 
mighty, that he'before knew allour enemies bad 
intents, and could let them paſſe, or hinderthem 
according to his councell and will ? How long 
would the Diuell,Pope,and Popilh confederares 
fuffer vsto live when thar God by his prouidence 
did not gouerne them, and bridled them? 

Even ſo do we belecue of the foreknowledge of 
God, andare aſſured that no Chriſtian man doth 
belecueany otherwiſethereof, yet will they per- 
wade thepeople that wee belecue and fay _—_ 

ay- 
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uſly ofthe foreknowledge of God:then the 
lewes, Turkes, and Heathens. 
We will ſhew one example more, out of which 
ſuchas feare God, vnderſtanding and impartiall 
men may ſee how hetherto they have delt with 
vs. Wee ſay itis not poſhblethar the elett thould 
iſh, which they conſtrue vpon vs, as if we had 
id and written: he that is eleted muſt be faued, 
doe what he will. And onthe contrary, he that is 
not eleted muſt bee damned', though hee liue fo 
honeſtly and holily, as he carr poſſibly. Bur werte- 
ſtifie before God, and before Chriſt Ieſus, who is 
to come againe to Iudgethe quicke and the dead, 
that ſuch an opinion neuer came into our minde, 
weſay indeed thatthe ele cannor bee loſt. And 
why ſhould we not fay fo? Chriſt faith it himſelfe, 
Aat.2 4.Chapt. And D. Zather ſaith o alſo in innu- 
merable many places. Butthar we ſhould fay char 
the ele cannot periſh, with this addition doe chey 
what they will: that will never bee ſhewed in our 
writings. But that is our opinion, and for that we 
fay,that the ele& cannot periſh, becauſe God kee- 1.Per.r. 5. 
peth them by his power in faith to faluation : and 1 223% 
though they ſometimes fall, yet they lye not ther- 
in, but he raiſeth them againe by repentance, for 
whom God hath elefted tocuerlaſting life, thoſe 
hath he not otherwaies eleted, then with this phe. 1.4.5. 
conditio,that he would gine'them faith in Chriſt, Rom 8.30. 
and har by his holy ſpirit hee would make them ***3**" 
new creatures, and ſuch people as ſhould walke in 
his commandements, Therefore are they noele&t 
D 2 that 
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that doe what they will, but onely they that haue 


a harty purpoſe, and anearneſt intent to do what 
God will, that is our opinion herein. 


Of the _—_ | Concerning the perſon of Chriſt, thereofdoe 


of Chri 


Ocche holy 
ſupper. 


DAartin Lu- 
ther poſtie: de 
anno 1529. in 
the winter 


pas: folao 1.b. 


wee beleeue no otherwaies, then-the other. Prote- 
ſtant Churches vniformely, doe belecue, . namely 
that Chriſt is true God and man,in one. vnſepara- 
ble perſon. 

Thatis the common conſent ofours, and all o- 
ther Proteſtant Churches alſo. But that the bo» 
dy of Chriſt ſhould bee every where: that is the 
priuate opinion. of ſome tew .contentious ones, 
whom not onely many Lutherans Churches, as 
Brunſwick, Pomern, Holſt, Marke, and Denmark 
ſpeake againſt, butalſo moſtottheir owne audito- 
rygiue no, credit vnto it: asa man may perceiue 
ifhe come into conference withthem, 

Setting then alzde this priuate opinion: of ſome 
few contentiousones, about the-vbiquity of the 
body of Chriſt : wee are not interiour in the do- 
Arine ofthe perſon of Chriſt, asalfo of the everla- 
ſting foreknowledge of God,.to the other Prote+ 
ſtant Churches : Andto D., Zuther himfelfe in all 
things, and.inallpoints agreeable,. And {6 there 
remaineth no more belides, wherein there is any 
difference betwixt'vs, and D. Zather, then alone 
that point ofthe holy «<p And yet differ wee, 
notin the whole point, but onely the leaſt pare 
_ is in controuerlie. RECEP 

The principall part in the holy ſupper, is the, 
ſpiritual a and drinking of the body as 

bloo 
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blood of Chriſt, which onely makerha man right 
and bleſſed betore God, the bodily eating and 
drinking,is but a token,that maketh no man right 
and blei{ed before God : Exen as the horſe cannewer 
be ſatisfied with painted oates : ſaith D. Luther. 

Now, wein cuery thing agree with D. Zather, 
in the ſpirituall eating and drinking of the bodic 
and blood of Chriſt : and we belecue as well as he, 
that it is done by faith : When one feeaeth himſcife 
with the c oruable promiſe of God, that hee gaue his 
ſonne to death for him,and for bis ſake will beſſow wpon 
him exerlaſtins life, through which faith a man ts ſo in 
corporated into Chriſt that he is,as it were,onc bread an{ 
one meate with him,as ID. Luther (aith. 

Whilſt, wee then on both (1des agree in the (pi- 
rituall eating and drinking ofthe body and blood 
of Chrilt : wherefore will we ſcuer our {elues, and 
condemnecach other for the lignes ſake, by which 
the ſpirituall eating and drinking, is repreſented. 
Doc. Lather ſaith : rhe rokens in the holy ſupper, 
which mencate & drinke with the bodily mouth, 
are not onely bread and wine, bur allo the body, 
and the blood of Chriſt,preſent in the bread and 
wine, vnlecne. 

We lay,the body and blood of Chriſt, are nor 
the tokens : but the betokened heauenly riches : 
which cannot be laid hould on, neither ted on by 
the bodily mouth, but onely by faith. But the to- 
kens which we lhall, and can cate, and drinke in 
the ſupper with our bodily mouthes, we ſay, are 
bread and wine,ordained of Chriſt, to this hotie 

D 3 vie, 
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vie,that through ſuch bodily cating of tokens, the 
ſpirituall bliſſe, making, feeding, by the betokened 
heauenly riches (Namely the true body & blood 
of Chriſt, which is performed by faith) arerepre- 
ſented, confirmed,and ſealed. 

And {o,in no manner of waies doe wee teach, 
that men doe eate and drinke onely bare bread 


and wine in the ſupper, as the contentious falſely ' 


accuſe vs: but wee doe teach that men eate and 
drinkein the ſupper, both bread and wine: andal- 
fo the true body and blood of Chriſt : but with 


this difference,that men eate and drinke the bread 
and wine with the bodily mourh : but the bodie 


and blood of Chriſt with the ſpirituall mouth : 
namely by faith,'by which onely aman can ble{- 
ſedly take hould on Chriſt. 

And therefore there is no ftrife betwixt. D. L#- 
ther and vs, whether weeate and drinkethe true 
body and true blood of Chriſt in the ſupper : bur 
there is the difference:how we eate and drinke the 
true bodie, and true blood of Chriſt in the 
ſupper. 

Weſay, weemeand drinke the true bodice and 
true blood of Chriſt in the ſupper onely ſpiritual- 
ly by faith, 

D. Luther, ſaith : wee doe not onely cate and 
drinke the true body and blood of Chriſt in the 
ſupper,ſpiritually, by faith : bue alſo bodily with 
the mouth. 

That cannot wee beleeue. Not that we would 
not gladly belecue the word of God, but becauſe 


we 
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wee cannot findein our judgements, that thatis 74, 1g, of 
Gods word, that wee [hould cate and drinke the Chriſt is ears 
bodie and blood of Chriſt, with our bodilie vi te. 
mouthes. Faithfull & vr- 
D. Zather ſaith : Chrift hath faid it, in that hee any yr 
tooke the bread and faid : Take,cate,this is my body. huge 
Now dowe gladly belecue the words of Chriſt, 
but that the words of Chriſt ſhould haue ſuch an 
vnderſtanding,as D.Zathey giues them,as if he had 
faid,namely.in,or under the bread, is my body wn(cenc, 
and yet really together with it. And therefore when you 
eate the bread with your mouthes, ſo doe you therewnth 
eate my body alſowith your mouthes jt being in or onder 
the bread hidden. T hat that ſhould be the meaning 
of Chrift,that cannot we belecue. 
For ſucha conſtruion runneth againſt the ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian faith, and the whole holy 
Scripture, therein being plaine'y teſtified, that 
Chriſthath but one body, wherewith he fat atta- 
ble in their open fighres, atthetime of the firſt 
ſupper. And wherewith hcealſo in open light a(- 
cended into heauen, fortie daies after his reſur- 
re&ion : but not much the better if hee hath one 
body at preſent ſeene in heauen, and an other vn- 
ſeene on earth,in euery hoſt one. 
But we vnderſtand, that this is the meaning of 
Chriſt, when hetookethe bread and ſpake : This is 
my body, which is giuenfor you : as if he had ſaid, thar 
ſhallbee vnto you a remembrance of my body, 
which I haue given for you to death, thatſv I as 
the right heauenly bread may feede you to euer- 
laſting 
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laſting lite,or which is to one effe&t,that ſo I may 
deliuer you from theeuerlaſting hunger and mi- 
ſery,which elſe you mult haue {uffered in hell, 
We vnderſtand, that that was the meaning of 
Chriſt in theſe words,This is my body which is ginen 
for you: Whileſt he preſently after ſaith, doe it mre- 
membrance of me: and whileſt inal Sacraments God 
vied fo to [peake, he naming the tokens euen (o, as 
if they were the betokened treaſures themſclues. 
For example, when he ordained circumcilion : he 
ſaid : This is my conenant , yet was it not otherwile 
ment, then it he had aid: This us a token or ſcale of my 
couenant: euen as preſently God himſelte declared, 
waere he for the words: this 1s my couenant, pre- 
ſently vſeth theſe words: It ſhall beea ſigne of the 
couenant betwixt me and thee. | 
AlſothcEaſtcr lamb is called of Godthe Paſcha, 
which is indutch as much as Paſſcouer, when hee. 
made his deuouring Angell paſſe by the houſes of 
the children of Iſracll. And yet it was not meant 
by it, as if the Eaſterlambe were the Paſleouer ir 
ſelfe , bur that it ſhould bee a token and a remem- 
brance ofthe Paſlcouer, as the Lord againe him- 
ſclfe declared where he ſaid: T his /hall bee a token to 
thee in thy hands, and a remembrance before thine eie;. 
Euen ſo doe wee vnderſtand that allo in this ſacra- 
ment, namelyinthe holy Supper , Chriſt ſpake Sa- 
cramentally, and ſo ſaid firſt : 7 hw is my bady which 
& giuen for you, and after added, 40: ſuch in remem- 
brance of we : thereby demonſtrating, that hee cal- 
ledthe bread his crucified body for vsztheretore be- 


cauſe 
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cauſc hee ordained irin remembrance, or for a wit- 
nefſe, ſeale, or pledge of his crucified body for vs. 
In which opinion that confirmeth vs alfo , which ob. 6. 
wee finde inthe haly Scripture , that Chriſt moſt 
Barly againe and againe caſterh —_— bodi 
eating and drinking of his body and b With 
theſerwo grounds : firſt, that hee would aſcend to V***- ©. 
heauen, where wee couldnotſeaſe on himoreate 
him,with our bodily mouths. Secondly, that al- Veri. ;;. 6;. 
ſo,ſuch a bodily cating-& drinking of his body and 
bloud wasnot profitable vntoſaluation. Butrather 
who fo doth cat and drinke him ſpiricually,or as hee 
had preſently ſaid before, he that commeth to him 
and beleeuerh in him, he ſhal haue eucrlaſting life, 
and he will raiſe him vp at the laſt day. 
Whilſt now Chriſthath againe and againe caſt 
away expreſly the bodily eating , and-drinking of 
his body and blood: therefore cannot wee belecue, 
that hee would ordaine againſt himfelfe, a bodily 
eating !and drinking of his body and blood in the 
Supper. 
Thoſe bee our grounds, which mooue vsto hold 
thatthe words of Chriſt, This is my bodie, arenot 
ſoro bee vnderſtood, as ifthe body of Chriſt were 
really there preſent hidden in the bread : ( asthey 
ſing : hidden in the bread ſo little) but that the bread 
& the ſame food ſhould be a remembrance or put- 
ting vs in minde of the body of Chriſt , which hee 
gaue vpto deathonthe croſle for vs, as Chriſt pte- 
{ently himſelfe hath cleared and ſaid, Doe this in re- 
pores bras of me:that is, take this bread, and cat it, 
E in 
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inremembrance chat I as the true heauenly breade 
gaue vp my body for you euen to death on the 
crolle, and haue {pilt my bloud, forthe forgiuenes 
of your ſinnes, and ſhall be vato you a true meat & 
drinke to cuerlaſting life , which meat and drinke 
neuertheleſſe, you mult cat by rue faith, andler 
flipinto yaur hearts, that it may comfort, waſh & 
q.icken your felucs,both in life and death. 

Admit now that we did erre, with ſuch a con- 
ſtruRionof ours: yetdid not ſuch an error, con- 
cernethe grounds of faluation : for Saluation de- 
pcndeth nor in the bodily eating, and drinking of 
the body and blood of Chriſt : but luation ſtan- 
deth inthe fpirituall eating and drinking of the 
body and blood of Chriſt :as D. Zuther confeſſerh 
himſelfe, therefore and if indeede we did erre, a- 
bout the bodily cating and drinking of the bodie 
and blood of Chrik : yet neuertheleſſe did we not 
overthrow the ground of faluation with ſuch an 
error. | » 

Wherefore they have no ſufficient and vrgent 
cauſe, for this points ſake (namely, for ſo much as 
concerneth the holy ſupper) wherefore the 
thould condemne vs as heathens, and with fuck 
condemning any longer hinder the highly neede- 
full agreement of the Proteſtant Churches. 

Rom. 12.16, Jntruth it were well to be wilhed, that we were 

Row-15-5- allofonemind, and vſed one forme of reaſoning, 

_ © euenallof vs together of all and euery point of 
Chriſtian Religion : asalſo the Apoſtle Paulin di- 
vers places moſt truely admonitheth vs therunto. 


But 


4 
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But it is vnpoſſible that wee can euer bring it 


pertetly to that paſle in this life. For we know but in * Cor. 13. 9+ 


part :and God giuethalwaies more lightin ſpiri- 
tuall matters to one then to another:as a man may 
notably ſee in the writings of the old fathers, 
whereof not anic of them agreedein all things to- 
gether. 

If then wee ſhall not loue one another before, 
and as brethren hould together till ſuch time as 
we haue one vnderſtanding, and meaning altoge- 
ther in all godly matters, then ſhall wee neuer in 
this life loue one another, and hould rogether as 
brethren. 

Now then this is the very Pith of the whole 
Chriſtian Religion, that we doe ont of a pure hart 
and a good conſcience, and faith vnfained, firſt 
loue God, who gaue his ſonne to death, for vs,and 
then alſo our ſelues,that we loue each other. 

Therefore Paul giues vs not onely this com- 
maund that wee ſhould bee of one minde in all 
things,1nd ſhould be diligent to vie one forme: 
bur he gines vsalſo yet another commaundement 
to rhiseffet, that though there were ſome diffe- 
rence found in vs about _the vnderſtanding of 
pod ly matters,we ſhould not breake the bond of 

ouc,and part the vnity of the ſpirit,but beare pa- 
tiently the one with the others ignorance and 
weakeneſle. Paules words aretheſe. Zet ws therefore jy, 
as many 43 be perfect he thus minded and if yee be other- 
wiſe minded, Go4 ſhall reneale enen the ſame nts you, 
Newertheleſſe,in that wbereunto we are come, let 5 pro- 

E 2 ceeae 
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teede by enerule that we may mingle one thing. That is 
the commaundement of the Apoſtle Pew! : name- 
ly,that we ſeperate not aur {elues for one point,or 
other, but gue place to God ({wholoeuer he bee 
thatat the preſent houlds any vatitthing)to make 
it more -knownevnto him in þis time; And in 
the meanetime walke peaceably, as is ſaide accor- 
ding tothe commonrule or ground of Chriſtia- 
nity, wherein by the grace of God we do agree. 

. Thiscommand ofthe Apottle Pawl, louing bre- 
thren, wee intreate you to conlider and to begin 
trom this timetorth to live brotherly and peace- 
ably with vs. 

We do not deſire,that you ſhould for our ſakes 
be ſilent in any thing you hold to be truth, or not 
to-confute our grounds if you can do it. 

But onely this is our deſire, that you would for 
thoſe errors lake, which wehould (in your opini6) 
ofthe holy ſupper , not ſo ſhamefully raile vpon, 
vs and condemne vs, in your ſermons and wri- 
tings. When you ſhall burdoefo,then is the peace 
readily accompliſhed. 

For wedelirenot to condemne you.But when 
you live godlily, according to the knowledge 
which God hath given vnto you, then hould wee 
you for children of God, & for brethren in Chriſt 
ſeſus, foralltheerrors whieh wee are perfwaded 
that you haue about the holy ſupper. 

And therefore it reſteth in you louing brethren, 
you can helpe the Churches of God, if you ſo 
pleaſe. And there is iuſt cauſe why you ſhould 

pleaſe | 
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pleaſe: being it is o Godspleaſure: and alſo our 
great necefitierequires it, tor it is vnpolſible that 
ours(namely the Proteſtant Churches) ſhould be 
able long to ſtand,itwe donotquickly make peace 
one with another, and lay 'downe the vnhappie 
contention that hetherto hath beene betwixt vs. 
For by (ach ſtrite,doe we make our (clues naked 
of all armor, which wee ſhould have both from 
Godand managainſt the Pope. It fo being that PGl.rz3, 
God will notafhſt the contentious, but if wee a- - 
gree, andicallvpon him with an humbece ſpirit, 
then will he beſtow vpon vs his grace, and bleſ- 


ng. 

And indeede the power of the Proteſtant Prin- 
ces and States, is alſo not ſuftcient to counteruaile 
the Popedomes,if they ſeuer themſelues into two 
or three (ides,and the one part ſhall helpe to rippe 
vp the other. 

As touching the common man, he vnderſtands 
almoſt nothing any more now of the abominarti- 
ons of the Popedome, for that he heares almoſt 
nothing elſe from the Pulpet bur onely railings 
vpon the Caluiniſts, yea he heares that(according 
to their teachers ſuggeſtions) the Papiſts are not 
by much fo bad,as the Caluiniſts, and therefore is 
ir not poſhble that in the time of neceſſity, hee 
ſhould haue a found zeale to fight againit the 
Popedome,but in time he will hould as much of 
one Religionas of another. 

And grant it, that we ſhould neuer be bodily ſer 
vypon by the Papiſts, yer ww we atthis very preſent 
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ſo ſet vpon by them ſpiritually as neuer before the 
like. The Teſuites _=- {ubtilely day and night, how 
they may make their bad cauſe good, with ſerpent- 
like writings, and on the contrary (ide, bring our 
good cauſc into all euill ſuſpicion , nor onely to the 
common man: bur alſo,and that moſt cſpecially,ro 
all great Princes. 

Weinthe meanetime are together by the cares 
ard the youth of the Proteſtants ſtudy almoſt no- 
thing el{c,but howthe Lutherans may match with 
the Caluiniſts,and the Caluiniſts with the Luthe- 
rans: that is,God be mercifull vnto vs, almoſt all 
the divinity in our times of the Proteſtants and 
ſhould not aman alſo find a great number amongſt 
the Preachers , who doe not well and groundedlic 
know whereon dependeth the certaine grounds 
of ſtrife betwixt vs and the Papiſts : and wherfore 
our forefathers did ſeparate themſelues from them, 
or what grounds they maintained againſt them, 

To what manner ot end theſe things will at laſt 
reach vnto, we intreat all vnderſtanding people to 
conſider. And when yet they will not thinke vpon 
| it, who ought moſt of allto thinke vponit,then tha 

Lord God grant that the Princes and Lords toge- 
ther with their peacelouing councells, may for that 
end once open their owne cies : Itis hightime,and 
if it comenot to paſſe ſpeedily : then will the miſ- 
chiefe which the Pope hath intended againſt vs, 
molt aſſuredly not long be kept out from vs. 

The God of Peace, who hath cuer hetherto ra- 
ken his Church into his farherly proteion,hee bee 

pleaſed 
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pleaſed furthermore alſo to take pitty vp6 the ſame: 
andto ſtirre vp godly people,who may rightly con- 
fider,and rake to hart what that is that Chriſt ſaith: 
happy are the peacemakers for they ſhall be called Mat.s.s, 
the children of God, 

| Tothe almighty true God and Father, together 

with the ſonne and holy Ghoſt, the onely and 
alone true God : be thanks, honour, 
and praiſc, both now , and 
for euermore : 
Amen. 
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out of the warning about the leſuites 
bloodthirſty plots, which was put inprint as 
Tubingen, by DoftorLyc as 
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5. £9 Oftor LZacas Ofiander publi- 
We ſhed a booke ” 7705 ney 
0 vnder this title : Warning a- 
* bout the leſuits bad prattiſes, & 
> bloodthirſty plots, oc. In the 
| which booke (cuen from the 
da Ieluites owne pictures & wri- 
tings) hee manifeſtly noteth 
and teſtifieth,that the lIeſuites rogether with the 
Popes confederates haue wholly concluded, that 
they will no more diſpute with vs out ofthe word 
of God, but would conſumeand deſtroy all thoſe 
with fireand (word, by the helpe ofthe worldly 
potentates, who were fallen from the Pope. And 
that they are determined to putin prattiſe, ſuch 
their bloudthirſty plots,and bad practiſes,ſoſoon 
as may polhibly be broughtto paſſe, & thatmolſt 
þ& 
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eſpecially in our beloued fatherland the Dutch 
Nation. 1» the ſame booke are two things moſt eſpeci- 
ally to be marked, the one is , that the Papiſts are even as 
great enemies to the Lutherans, as to the Caluiniſts, and 
delire to conſume and deltroy the one (ide as wel 
as the other: the other is; That the religious peace 
would nothing art all ſtay the Papiſts from their 
intents: when they can but come to practiſe them, 
Theſetwothings doe not all men in Dutchland 
be'ecue:but Doctor Lucas Oſuander doth conſtant- 
ly beleeue them, as indeed the truth is not other- 
waies, Door Lucas Ofiander his words areas fol- 
low. 

Pap. 5. Although Satan be a thouſand fold more ſub- 
tle ſþitit, and muchmore ſecret and crafty together with 
the children of this world in their pradtiſes, then the 
children of light mm their buſineſſe : yet for all that , our 
Lord God oftentimes ſo blindeth Satan, that he camnot in 
all things bee ſecret and cloſe in the wickednes which hee 
goeth about , bt bee tickleth himſelfe ſo with his inten- 
ded prattiſes, that mn of onderſtanding can marke , yea 
and as it were,lay hold on what he hath in his mind. Euen 

0 hath Satan in the abouenamed paintings of his truſtie 
belowed,the Teſuites,ſo let his ſharpe clawes peepe ont that 
a man may gripe how they haue hitherto p__ ed, that 
the bioheft and chiefeſt Potentates in Chriſtendome (if 
they would follow their mindes ) might fall upon the E- 
uanzelicall Proteſtant States of the Augsburges Confeſ- 
fion,and diftroy them and conſume the faith of the Enan- 
gelicall profeſſors:for it is manifeſt by the counſel of Trent 

(in the which our Chriſtian Enangelicall Religion is moſt 

wnreaſonably 
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nreaſonably railed on, and condemned for heriſic) and 
in like manzer, out of the man;fould poiſenous writings 
of the leſuites, which they hawe theſe diners yeares pub- 
liſhed againſt the ſound Doctrine of the 4ousburges con- 
feſſ ion, what people they howld for heritictes, and for ene- 
mies of the Chriſtian Churches (intheir opinion) which 
(in their mindes) 45 wilde beaſt s ſhould dejiroy the vine- 
yard of the Chriſtian Churches: which alſo (bowld bee 
frangled and diſtroyed (according to the I:ſuies deſwres) 
by great and high intituled Potemates. | 
And the I:ſuites <nderſtang by the ſame beaſts, not nn hp 
onely thoſe who are fallen from the Romiſh Religion, and the dexth,of 
yet agree not rightly with the Auzſburges confiien ber the 6 ma 
| all thoſe who will not haue to doe with the Papiſts Religi- C:tinuſts, 
; #n, miſdoings and 1dolutrie. 
| Andeſpectally thoſe who haue bound themſelues con- 
fantly to the Chriſtian Augsburges confeſion,and there- 
fore they haue alſo put 5. 4 the beaſts ſome of thoſe en- 
fienes,which the Proteſtant Princes w/ſe to beare in theiv 
Armes. And when they ſhould get the pace into their 
| owne hands, they would (out ofall doubt) hold the one as 
| the other, and deſtroy them all who would not acknow- 
| ledge the Pope of Rome for the vicar of Chriſt, nor wor- 
ſhip him for their earthly God. &xc. 
Alſo Pag.1o. If the leſuites had but one drop of Chri- 
ſtian Hoadin them, and one ſparke of the meeke (pirit of 
Jeſus, they would not onelie in right not hate v5, or perſe- 
cute os, but lowe vs with al their hearts , and intimeof 
neceſſity enen wager their weerie lines for vs. 
As ohnteacheth in his Epiſtle , where he ſaith : wee 
fhouldenen lay downe our lixes for the brethren, therfore 
F 2 tha 
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bhe Teſuites hawe no reaſonable cauſe to perſecute vs , if 
they were true Jeſuites, that is, were faithfull Chriſtians. 

And though there be here and there ſome Chriitians, 
(moſt eſpeciallie tm France , and the low Countries) who 


mae Chiiſtias, VE ound, fo haue falne jrom the Pope, and neuerthe- 


leſſe doe not agree with ws in ew'ry artick of Chrifti- 
an religion, whoſe error we indeed cannot alſo allow of ,us 
being againſt the holy Scripture , yet is not this any Chri- 
ſtian way or meanes to helpe the Church of God, andto 
maintaie pure Religion,that the ſame ſhould be deftrayed 
with the ſword. t 
And the Teſuites ſhould m All reaſon conſider that looke 
how often the ſame Chriſtians defend one Erronious Ar- 
ticle, that they the Ieſuites haue alwaies tenne Erronious 
Popiſh Articles,which they both beleeue aud hold, which 
get they ſhall newer be able to defend to the end of the 
world : and therefore they might very well carry water 
with them pon one coleſt iffe. 

And beſides that,con/ider that nder the aforenamed 
Chriſtians,there are certaine thouſand fimple people, who 
hane neuer bene better inſtrutted , > that if they heard of 
a better religion in therr Lands,they looking to it thiſelues 
would take it in thankfulnes, Ani ſothere is a great um - 
ber onder them like to theſeof whom the Lord aid tothe 
Prophet Jonas, that they know not the differ ence betwixt 
the right hand oor the leff. 

And therefore if the Ieſuites had that Chriſtian lone 
(by which Chriſt willeth , that his diſcip!es ſhould bee 
tnowne) im their hearts,they would not caſt out the child 
with the bath, or rend wp the good wheat with the weeds: 
much leſſe ſo lay their platformes,that the childe ſhould be 

muy 
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murthered in the mothers bellies,as is manifeſted by their 
onocations in France,at Paris, Orliance, and other pla- 
ces pon Bartholmew day, Anno. 1 5 7 4 (Fc. practi- 
ſed, where no woman with child was ſpared. 
But the Ieſuites wouldgladly begin the play with thoſe N. B. 
ſimple Chriſtians ,who are not in al things ſufficiently in- bows - ou 
formed, whereby they might end it, with thoſe who do in with the Cal- 
enery point hold the pure dottrine of the Augsburges con- mam wh 
feffion. For the leſuites eſteeme the one as they doe the 8+ .,,\ —_— 
ther Who will not make him{eife partaker of their Idola- Lutterans, 
try, ingling and falſe R onijh Religion hee ts adindged of M-yncn* On 
them to death. The Ieluites 

Theſe Chriſtians which faile men ought to informe out *eeme one 
of the word of God, and make them to underſtand better _ =_ : 
the truth, but for the cauſe of Religion (which they doe_2 the ther, 
nenertheleſſe maintaine quietly ana reaſonably ) ſhould 
they not be put to death. 

Alſo page.1 4.1f we had no better teſtimony againſt the 
Romiſh Antichriſt the Pope , that hee is froms his Father 
the Diuell, yet were it ſufficiently witneſſed by this , that 
he hath in the cauſe of Religion ſtirred wp ſo much ſhed- 
din» of blood : an1 yet at this preſent day 4oth mot eager- 
ly prouoke and deſire to drine on the Potentates thereto, 
that they might ſtaine their hands in the innocent bloud of 
honeſt Chriſtians. 

And to effett this hee ſeth his Scoutwatches (th*_ The Tefuites 
Dinels poſts) the Ieſuites , who on er the ſhew of great << (0: 1oree 
holineſſe poſſeſſe the hearts of many peovle , and deſire to OOO 
bring the matter tothai paſſe, that afearef'sl cuttin? of 
throats, and butchery mi-h1t be ſet abronch in Dutch! n!, 
and other king domes, the peace of Reiinion be broken, an4 
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that the ſtronger ſhould put the weaker in the ſacke. 


In like manner alſo, before this time , one that thought 
himſelfc a Lawyer, but a bad and falſe Chriſtian, Doctor 
George Eder mocked the Religious peace in manifeſt wri- 
ting put inprint, and drue the ſame onely to a toleration, 
which neither could nor ſhould be of force. 

Such folke hath the ſubtill Dixell kept till the laſt ende 
of the game , and maae his cards of helps , that through 
them jo might ſet a worke miſery and neceſſity. 

And therfore while(t there is not onely ſo much to be_> 

athered out of the abonenamed pictures of the leſuites, 

t alſo out of their writings, prattiſes , and plots , that 
their intent and purpo(ereacheth to that end,ts deſtrojie_ 
the Proteſi ant Religion and Eſtates: By this it is ror ke 
that the murthering ſpirit, namely the Diuellrideth them, 
and will not let them keepe holy day, till that they ( when 
the Lord ſhall tolerate them) haue ſet a worke a ſearefull 
bloodbath:” Therefore is it much better to hould nothing, 

then to be ſuch people , who defire to onerthrow the 

peace of Religion, and alſo the worldly peace, 
and to be ſet a worke to the furthering 


of Miſery and neceſſity. 


FINIS. 


